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A Study on Highteen Sex Education Contents and
Harlequin Romance in the 1980s

Son, Jin-Won*

This article aims to examine the cultural background and content of the
production of sex education contents for Highteen in the 1980s, and to try
to reevaluate Harlequin romance in comparison with the discourses on sexuality
in the time. To this end, this article looked at related discourses in the late
1960s, when the need for sex education for teenagers began to emerge in
earnest, and checked various sex education contents published in Highteen
magazines such as “Yeohaksaeng” and “Yeogosidae” which used to refer
female students(Highteen) as readers. Then, this paper analyzed the Harequin
romance, which was published in 1979 and consistently read by Highteen
readers in the 1980s, and examined how it had to do with the sexuality
discourse of sex education contents.

Sexuality discourse, which was regarded as a “sensitive” issue for teenagers
in the 1960s, began to use the story-telling for the goal goal of “education”
in the 70s and gradually became a public debate and in the 80s, it was delivered
as content with the character of “entertainment” or “commerciality.” The
sexuality discourse in sex education content was closely related to Harlequin
romance, which was then published with highteen as a reader. Sex education
contents served as an entertainment for highteen readers to imagine and secretly

enjoy sexual love, as well as for educational purposes. On the other hand,
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Harlequin romance, which was considered a “low — quality publication, ” was
rather largely in fit with the sexuality discourse surrounding highteen.
Harlequin romance also played a role in broadening the horizons of the

conservative discourse in the time.

Key words : Highteen, 1980s, sex education, Harlequine romance, romantic
love, high school girls, discourses on sexuality
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