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A Study on the Realism in Jang Hyeokju's Novels
Introduced in China

—Focusing on “Hunted People”, “A Man Whose Name was Kwon” and
“Mountain Spirits” —

Tsao, Chia-Yu*

This article reveals the realistic significance of Jang Hyeokju's early 1930's
works which was introduced in translation works in China. Being a Japanese
colonial subject Jang Hyeokju received a great amount of attention not only
in Japan but also in Chinese literary world through his several works such
as “Hunted People”, “A Man Whose Named was Kwon” and “Mountain
Spirits”. It shows that it was happened because Chinese intellectuals were
fascinated by Jang Hyeokju’s representation method of universal and
characteristic realism technique at that time. Jang Hyeokju openly talked about
the problems of colonial rule and eventually he was threatened by the ruling
authority. Later, he started to expose the problems of ruling class of Joseon
with the theme of fratricidal war through his writings which was also a big
issue in China. Furthermore, Jang Hyeokju also depicted the lose of hometown
problem of Josen’s people who were Japanese colonial subjects and he
skillfully connected the feudal capitalism problem which also existed in China.
These topics of Jang Hyeokju’s works influenced as a symbol of country’s

ruination to the Chinese intellectuals as a warning message. It is an obvious

*  Phd Scholar, Department of Korean Language & Literature, Kyungpook National University
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fact that Jang Hyeokju embodied and recognized accurately about the situation
of his own homeland and other’s nations and he used these realism technique
in his literary works.

However, Jang Hyeokju incurred the hatred of his own countrymen by
embodying the inglorious problem of his nation’s internal minorities due to
his excessive self-criticism just like Chinese literary critic Hu Feng who were
a recipient and translator of Jang Hyeokju’s works. Therefore, Korean domestic
researchers have shown very less interest in Jang Hyeokju’s literature and his
hundreds of works have not yet been introduced properly in the literary market.
However, His literary influence in East Asian region were non-negligible level.
Therefore, it is sufficient spaces to re-examine on the result of his 1930s works
by Korean literary world. Moreover, it shows that those of his works which
have not yet received the proper attention in Korea, need to understand from

the perspective of world literature.

Key words : Jang Hyeokju, Korea, Japan, China, Taiwan, Novels, Realism
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