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A study on the language of
the central 1sland of the West Sea

Han Sungwoo*

The purpose of this paper is to study the characteristics and changes of the
language of the central island of the West Sea. The central island of the West
Sea refers to several islands in Gyeonggi-do, Chungcheong-do, and Hwanghae-
do. This paper aims to show how the languages of these islands were formed
and changed in relation to the neighboring lands and other islands. Since this
region is closely related to Incheon, it can be subdivided into Incheon coastal
islands, Ganghwa Island, and the five northwestern border islands. Among the
coastal islands of Incheon, the islands adjacent to Incheon can be classified
as the Gyeonggi region, and five northwestern border islands can be classified
as the Yellow Sea region. The Ganghwa region located between the Gyeonggi
region and the Yellow Sea region can be divided into the Gyeonggi-Yellow
Sea transition region. Lastly, the southern region of Gyeonggi Province, where
the characteristics of the Chungcheong dialect appear, can be divided into the
Gyeonggi-Chungcheong transition region. These regional languages share the
characteristics of the central dialect, while each region has its own characteristics.
At the same time, as an island region, characteristics that distinguish it from
other regions such as periphery, commonality, and discontinuity are also seen.
Due to the break with the Hwanghae-do region during the Korean War and

the reorganization of administrative districts, the regional language is changing

*  Inha University
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very rapidly. These changes can be characterized by the decolorization and

Incheonization of dialects.

Key words: West Sea central island, Incheon coastal island, the five
northwestern border islands, central dialect, Gyeonggi dialect,
Chungcheong dialect, Hwanhae dialect, Peripherality, Discontinuity,
Discoloration of dialect, Incheonization
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