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Kim Young-soo in the Liberation Period
and the Cold War

—Focusing on the works of the theatrical company
Sinchengnyeon(#iit4F) —

Kim Ock-Ran*

Kim Young-soo(4r7k=%) and the theater company Sinchengnyeon(3 75 4%,
Young man) are writers and theater companies representing the liberation
period. Kim Young-soo’s works in the year of application for the theater
company left a balanced view of the reality of the liberation period from the
point of view of the centrists after leftist theater performers defected to North
Korea against the backdrop of the US military rule and the establishment of
the independent government. However, the historical evaluation of Kim Young-
s00 has been neglected compared to the evaluations of anti-communist right-
wing writers centered on Yoo Chi-jin and Oh Young-jin. The theater company
Sinchengnyeon worked as a representative troupe during the liberation period
along with the theater company Geughyeob(ji7), However, due to the
preconceived notion that it is a popular theater company, proper research was
lacking. From 1947 to 1948, Kim Young-soo worked as an exclusive writer
for the theater company. Kim Young-soo’s representative works “Shanghai
Hwahwa( |- # 2%, Shanghai Night Story)”, “Yeosajang(Zzjitf, The Lady
President)”, and “Hyeolmaeg(ifi [k, Bloodline)” are all works by the theater

*  Assistant Professor, Department of Theater and Acting, Far East University
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company. The period of activity during the application year for the theater
company was when the South Korean theater world was reorganized into right-
wing performers after the confrontation between the left and the right and the
defectors of the playwrights defected. The year of application for the theater

" National Theater Contests(1948,

company also participated in the 1% and 2
1954) hosted by the Ministry of Education, a controlled theater festival for
the mobilization of right-wing theater performers. However, it is suggestive that
Kim Young-soo’s playwright activities ended with 1948’s ‘“Hyeolmaeg(ifi Jk)”
as the actual last work. In 1949, Kim Young-soo published a novel and a
playbook, arranging the year of application for the theater company and 10
years of writing. Kim Young-soo’s three representative works are included in
this playbook Hyeolmaeg( jiifJi Bloodline), and are works that can confirm the
specific aspects of the Cold War during the liberation period in the realm of
popular dramas. Through these works, we can examine the popularity of
popular female dramas during the U.S. Military Government, the secularized

Cold War logic of ‘American No. 1°, and the ethical consciousness of the

centrists who do not give up their will to independence.

Key words : Kim Young—soo(£7k5), Cold War, Liberation period, Geugdan
Sinchengnyeon(BIE #&4, The Theater Group Young man),
VUNC, Sanggaeyahwa( f&%zz, Shanghai Night Story), Yeosajang
(%iitfe, The Lady President), Hyeolmaeg(lifi, Bloodline)
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