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The Practical Strategy of Poetry written
by Ko Jung-hee as a Women’s Liberation Literature

Cho Yeonjung*

Since the feminist reboot, there has been a strong feminist demand that “real
women” be more important than “the aesthetics of woman.” In this situation,
various practices of KoJung-hee in the 1980s are becoming important in
establishing the history of Korean women’s poetry. Recent studies on Ko Jung-
hee have focused on her work as an editor and researcher, noting her practice
as a feminist activist. Perhaps it is because these works reveal Ko Jung-hee’s
feminine vision much more delicately. Considering these circumstances, this
article sought to more actively mean the feminist strategy of Ko Jung-hee. Ko
Jung-hee’s poems are sometimes read as typical, but she is believed to have
actively practiced the feminist movement through her poems. It needs to be
fully meaningful to practice the feminist movement by repeating the appellation
of “mother” and visualizing women as the main subject of history, not stopping
talking about feminine oppression, and even rejecting the center or hierarchy
by having female figures of various differences. Through this work, we learn
that Ko Jung-hee is not just a “remembered name” but a driving force behind

the ongoing women’s movement.

*  Seoul National University
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