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A Hungarian Turanist’s View of Korea

—An Analysis of Korea, a hajnalpir orszdga (1929)—

Lee Yeong-Mi*

Barathosi Balogh Benedek (1870~1945) was a Hungarian teacher,
ethnographer, and writer in Budapest in the first half of the 20th century. He
was known as a supporter of Turanism, which arose in the late 19th century
and prevailed until the early 20th century. He was mainly interested in the
east of the Eurasian continent in order to find the relatives of the Hungarian
people. Regarding Korea, he wrote a book titled “Korea, a hajnalpir orszaga
(Korea, the Country of Dawn),” based on two visits in 1907 and 1921.
Although it was the first book in Hungary to deal exclusively with Korea, it
was not widely known not only in Korea but also in Hungary, as only a very
small number of copies were published in the printing house.

This paper introduces the life of Barathosi and analyzes his above-mentioned
book. The first chapter explains the background that led him to become a
Turanist. It describes from the theory of the Eastern origin of the Hungarian
nation to the formation of Hungarian Turanism. The second chapter deals with
his travels to Fast Asia and related activities as a Turanist and ethnographer,
depending on the research results of overseas scholars. The most important final
chapter introduces his first trip to Korea in 1907, using his book as a text,

and reveals that he viewed Korea very positively, unlikely other Westerners

*  Research Professor, Center for Korean Studies, Inha University
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of his time. While admitting the methodological limitations of this paper, the
author introduces materials that have been close to us but rarely reviewed and
urges further research.

In Korea, a hajnalpir orszdga, Barathosi refuted the negative remarks that
have been repeated in many Western writings. He introduced Korea as
positively as possible, taking Hungary as the object of comparison and Japan
as the object of of contrast. His perception of Korea is unique in that he viewed
Korea only from a positive point of view, emphasized the homogeneity between
Hungary and Korea, and perceived Japan in a negative way.

It seems that three factors may have influenced his perception of Korea.
The first is the basic kindness that he could show to Korea as a Turanist. The
second is his antipathy to Japanese colonial rule in Korea. The third is his
sympathy for colonial Korea. However, it is highly unlikely that he thought

the situation in Hungary and Korea was the same.

Key words : Barathosi Balogh Benedek, Hungary, Kérési Csoma Sandor,
Turanism, Korea, a hajnalpir orszéga, positive view of Korea
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