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(A) Study on Counter-Media Movement of the
Council of Writers for Freedom and Practice(1)

—Centered on the process from founding by the manifesto
to the first issue of Practice Literature —

Yl JONG HO*

The Council of Writers for Freedom and Practice(referred to as Jasil
hereinafter), from its founding by the issue of the manifesto on the
Gwanghwamun street on Nov., 18, 1974 to the reestablishment in 1984, has
strengthened its internal solidarity and banded together with other intellectuals
through multi-layered media activities, sharing its orientation with the public
readers. Hence, this paper examined media activities by Jasil and pondered
upon their significance, dividing them into a series of the manifestos,
articulation of performance and printing media, and the foundation of Practice
Literature.

In those days, Jasil aligned its organization and established the internal
identity with the increased members by constantly issuing the manifestos for
freedom of speech and anti-Yushin. Therefore, Jasil not only accessed the
intellectual groups such as professors * journalists * students and formed the
strong solidarity with them but prepared the link with the people. laborers. In
addition, Jasil pursued extending its political planning and literary practice to

the public through the performance media of ‘The Night of National Literature’

*  Research Institute of Korean Studies, Korea University / research professor
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and printing media of Standing in the Square. In such a process, while
reorganizing the literary theories converged to the nation and the people and
rallying main writers, Jasil laid the foundations going toward the theory of
practice literature. Furthermore, the capabilities accumulated by these
multi-layered media activities led to the first issue of the mook Practice
Literature.

These media activities by Jasil has the characteristic and status both as the
‘Resistant Front” which was constructed by various intellectuals such as writer
s * professors * university students * journalists who lost their basis for
existence under the Yushin regime with cooperation and solidarity, though it
was mainly led by writers, and as the ‘Counter-Media Movement’ which

pursued the creation of the new subjectivity.

Key words : The Council of Writers for Freedom and Practice(Jasil), Counter—
Media, Intellectual Solidarity, Fractice Literature, Manifesto, The
Night of National Literature, Standing in the Square, Yushin Regime
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