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The Incomplete Think Tank, or Lee Yong-hee’s time
at the Ministry of National Unification (1976~1979)

—A Focus on the Research Project of the Ministry
of National Unification in the Late 1970s—

Chang, Seijin*

This article examines the period 1976~1979 when Lee Yong-hee (1917~
1997), the founder of modern Western international politics in Korea, was
politically active and served as the sixth President of the Institute for National
Unification. This paper examines the characteristics of the research project he
led during this time, including its limitations and significance. This biographical
examination reveals his official practices. This article also examines the status
and research conducted by the Institute in the context of the Cold War and
unification policy at the end of the Park Chung-hee administration. The
common fact that penetrates the two approaches is that there is a considerable
gap between researching and educating the issue of division/unification as a
university scholar and the approach of policymakers in the middle of real
politics. The purpose of this article is not just to show the expected differences
between Lee Yong-hee as an international politician and as President of the
Institute.

This article examines the uncomfortable cracks and moments of tension that

occur when trying to apply what one knows in practice. It reconstructs both

*  Hallym University, Associate Professor
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real changes and the productive moments that occurred as the result of
institutional improvements and research conducted during Lee Yong-hee’s

tenure as the President of the Institute.

Key words : Lee Yong—hee, The Ministry of National Unification, Unification, Park
Chung—hee, Cold War, History of Institution, Korean Central
Intelligence Agency, Research on the Heterogeneity of North and
South Korea, North Korean Studies, Asiatic Research Institute of
Korea University, 6.23 Declaration on Foreign Policy for Peaceful
Reunification, Data Opening, The Studies of Communist countries,
Northern Policy, Sunshine Policy
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