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Hostile cooperation : The Drama of The Founding
of a Dynasty in North Korea

— An Authentic Biography of Kim II-Sung(1982) Forbidden in Both South
and North Koreas —

Jeong, Jong-hyun*

This study traces the publishing process of a book that was banned in the
two Koreas, and its dramatic fate. On April 1st 1982 Jiyuusha, a publishing
company based in Tokyo, Japan, published The Secret History of the
Foundation of the North Korean Dynasty: Authentic Biography of Kim IlI-Sung
in Japanese, criticizing Kim II-Sung’s personal worship. Jiyuusha also
published an English version that was translated directly from the Japanese one.
While confirming the record of Kim II-Sung leading the anti-Japanese guerrilla
forces in Manchuria, this book critically narrates how it was exaggerated and
turned into a myth in North Korea. Overall, this book expresses a profound
hatred for Kim Il-Sung’s betrayal of communism and his personal worship.
The book was translated and published in excerpts in Kyunghyang Shinmun
between late March and early April of 1982 throughout 7 issues, and Chosun
IIbo throughout 16 issues. Soon after, on April 10th 1982 it was translated
in its entirety by the publisher Hankukyangseosa with the title North Korea's
Kim 1l-Sung Secret History: The True Story of Kim Il-Sung. In 1989, it was
published by Okchon Munhwasa.

Professor, Dept, of Korean Language & Literature, Inha uninvesity.
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The author, who used the pseudonym Lim Un ($#£}%), identified himself as
a Korean revolutionary, but it was never revealed who he was. Later, Lim Un’s
real name was revealed to be Heo Woong-Bae (1928-1997), through the
testimony of several of his peers. In 1952 he was selected to study abroad
in the Scenario Department in the Soviet National Film School (now Russia
VGIK). He was influenced by Krushev’s so called “Secret Speech” in 1956,
and became critical of North Korea’s personal worship of Kim II-Sung. After
criticizing it publicly in a meeting for international students (residing in the
Soviet Union), he defected to the Soviet Union in 1957. This book was based
on the testimonies and experiences of former North Korean activists from the
Yanan and Soviet Faction, and can thus be considered the ‘collective work’
of the Soviet refugee community, centered around North Korean student
defectors.

Ishihara Hoki (1924-2017) and Jiyuusha played a major role in the
movement and publication of the book. Given that Ishihara Hoki was in charge
of the Japanese branch of the World Congress for Cultural Freedom and the
official paper of the local committee, Freedom, it is possible to guess a route
for the manuscript.

The version published by Hankukyangseosa translated the Japanese version
in its entirety, thus including the anti-Japanese guerrilla activities and the
positive argumentation on the socialist-centered anti-Japanese United Army.
Although the book was published, it was quickly forbidden and the ban was
not lifted until October 19th 1987. One of the differences between the Japanese
and Korean versions is the presence or absence of photographs. A total of 12
photographs were placed at the front of the book in the Japanese version. When
one looks at the picture of Kim Il-sung, skinny, dressed in an awkward western
suit, standing between two Soviet army officers dressed in in military uniforms

it becomes rather clear to what he was attempting to draw the reader's attention.
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The photo reflects the author’s description of a Kim II-Sung controlled by the
Soviet Army. These photographs, which were added to the Japanese and
English versions of Jiyuusha, were included neither in the Korean excerpts,
nor in the Hankukyangseosa versions. The Okchon Munhwasa edition was
published with no deletion in the content. Soon, however, the tone of the
historical socialists shifted amidst the political changes in the world. With the
collapse of real socialism, Korea (and Korean journalism) considered them as
Koreans who were part of the russian diaspora community, and that Korean
society should integrate. The drawback of this book is an example of the
complexity of the ‘democratization’ of Korean society in the late 1980s and

the subsequent globalization.

Key words : 7he Secret History of the Foundation of the North Korean Dynasty:
Authentic Biography of Kim II-Sung(AtERtEE SRR AR 4 A1 1H),
Heo Woong—Bae(1928~1997), Ishihara Hoki(1924~2017),
Jiyusha(BHift), cultural cold war, censorship, prohibited books
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