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The Fabricated Villain: Chong MyoOngsu
and Alteration of the Veritable Records of Injo

Cho, llsoo*

Chong Myongsu, a Korean lowborn who submitted to the Later Jin (later
the Qing empire) and arose to the position of an imperial envoy sent to Korea,
is remembered to this day as perhaps the worst traitor and villain in Korean
history. While certainly excessive and unrealistic, his image as someone who
persistently tormented his country of birth is still rooted in many source
materials dating from the Choson period, including the Veritable Records of
the Choson Dynasty. This article comparatively analyzes the Journal of the
Royal Secretariat of the Injo period vis-a-vis the Veritable Records to argue
that the image of Chong Mydngsu has been fabricated in line with the political
agenda of the subsequent Hyojong period and reproduced to this day. Lastly,
this article clarifies the author’s position on the recent debates surrounding the
relevant source materials. Some argue that the Veritable Records remain faithful
to all historical facts. Others have insisted that the Journal of Royal Secretariat
reflects the political agendas of a later period since it has been partially restored
due to damages. This article concludes with the author’s rebuttals against such

arguments.
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