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Root Derivational Suffixes and Root Formation of
Korean Sensory Adjectives

Hong Seok-jun*

In Korean, most sensory adjectives in native words have the structure of
‘complex root + -hada’. Derivative suffixes that form the root of sensory
adjectives have not yet been listed, and the method of forming the root has
not been clarified in detail. In this paper, sensory adjectives are classified into
sight, taste(including olfactory), tactile, and auditory adjectives, and a list of
root derivational suffixes analyzed in each lexicon and complex roots formed
by the suffixes are presented. And it was revealed that there are derivation,
compounding, internal change, rooting of stem, analogy. In sight adjectives,
root derivational suffixes were analyzed 24 in color adjectives, 12 in light and
dark adjectives, 27 in size adjectives, and 16 in shape adjectives. For root
derivational suffixes, 13 were analyzed in taste adjectives, 33 in tactile
adjectives, and 3 in auditory adjectives. The most common method of
derivation of a root is that the root derivational suffix is combined to the stem
(geom- + -(eu)s — geomus), and commonly the compounding is composed
of repeating the same root(geomus-geomus) or combining different roots
(saeckom-dalkom). There are two methods for internal change: a method of
replacing the consonants and vowels of a root root(bulgeus:bolgeus:ppeulgeus),
and a method of increasing the number of syllables at the root

(jilkeog:jilkeodeog) or reducing (geomeomuteureum:geomuteureum). Rooting of

* Lecturer, Department of Korean Language and Literature, Seoul National University
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the stem of adjective or verb is combining with ‘-hada’ as a root without
changing the form(dunggeul:dunggeulhada). The analogy is a method of taking
a form that resembles the form of the existing roots, thereby giving a similar

meaning to them(tfeutteusmure cf. noreumure, sigeumure).

Key words : sensory adjectives, root derivational suffixes, root formation,
derivation, compounding, internal change, rooting of the stem,
analogy
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