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The Status of Cho Myoung-Hee’s Literature in the
Literature Fields of South and North Korea

Lim Ok-kyu*

Writer Cho Myung-hee has had a profound impact on the literary history
of North and South Korea through various literary activities. She is one of
the most talked about writers in the history of modern and contemporary
literature in both Koreas. Cho Myeong-hee is variously evaluated as a national
writer, folk writer, anti-Japanese writer, and exile writer. Nevertheless, his
literature was not properly evaluated due to the ideological confrontation of
the division of North and South Korea and the prejudice that he chose socialism
and defected to the Soviet Union. On the one hand, it is not easy to deal with
his literary status and prospects because his vast view of literature and his view
of literature form a diverse spectrum. However, this aspect can be a means
of presenting a methodology for writing an integrated history of literature in
preparation for the upcoming era of unification, and is meaningful as an
empirical data to examine the status of Korean diaspora literature beyond North
and South Korea.

This article examined the status of Cho Myeong-hee's literature as a means
of describing the history of inter-Korean integrated literature. This article
examines Cho Myung-hee's history of research on North and South Korea and
analyzes his historical evaluation of North Korea in depth. In the modern and
contemporary literary history of North and South Korea, Cho Myung-hee's

tendency appears as a criticism of modernization and an expansion of the
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genealogy of realism. He criticized the modernization of the colonial era while
embodying the spirit of the colonial subject in the 1920s, and his realism
creation methodology was variously inherited in South and North Korea.
In addition, this article closely examined the activities of Korean literary
circles in the former Soviet Union from 1927 to 1938 after exile in the Soviet
Union, and compared the perceptions of North and South Korea. Through this,
we will analyze the logic and meaning of Cho Myung-hee's literature in the
Korean diaspora culture to prepare a communication horizon for North and

South Korean literature.

Key words : Cho Myung—hee, Literature history of North and South Korea,
modernization, literature of the Korean diaspora, mind consideration,
realism
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