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A Researcher of the Mission of the Times(IFF#),
Kang Deok-sang(Z:{&#H)’s Research of
Korean History

Yi, Gyu-soo*

In this article, the trajectory of life of Korean historian Kang Deok-sang
(1931-2021) was reviewed. Kang Deok-sang laid the foundation for the study
of Korean history in Japan, especially modern history. It presented the true
meaning and direction of Korean history research in Japan, including the
activities of <The Korean Modern History Research Association(&H At 5 %}
F7e4€r)> based on the Friendship Association(} #i7€). This was his
researching path as a historian of the mission of the times(p#).

Kang Deok-sang’s life was the ‘fighting history’ as a korean in Japan. In
colonial-era as a colonized boy, Kang Deok-sang had a faint perception on
his country. Through the appearance of a colonized boy, Kang Deok-sang, who
has Korean’s mind but is forced to fulfill his loyalty to Japan, it is possible
to understand how imperial citizenship’s policy could distort human mind.
Kang Deok-sang’s wandering and anguish continued even in his youth. Prejudice
and discrimination against Korean people in Japan were so harsh.

It was after the ‘Korean Declaration’ that Kang Deok-sang restored his
national identity. After entering the graduate school, Kang Deok-sang devoted
himself to researching modern history. He played a key role in the formation

of the <Korean History Research Association(#Hfe s fiff92€r)>, a national

*  Professor, The Center for Korean studies, Hitotsubashi University
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academic society for Korean history research in Japan. In the field of personal
research, he tracked the intrinsic development of Korean through the collection
and analysis of data related to economic history, and also drew attention from
academia through the debate on national representation in the study of the 3.1
movements. In this process, Kang Deok-sang shared the problematic consciousness
of the history of the Mission of the Times. It led to the study of the massacre
of Koreans in the Great Kanto Earthquake, a representative study of Gang
Deok-sang.

Kang Deok-sang presented a new field of study called ‘Korean history in
Japan(¥E H 57 £1)’. He emphasizes that the discovery of hidden history which
the Japanese did not mention is the main body of ‘Korean history in Japan.’
It is important to raise a problem that the Japanese did not deal with and they
wanted to avoid. This also presents the problems of recent Japanese research
on Korea and future tasks.’

Kang Deok-sang consistently emphasized the importance of the people. It
predicts the direction of unification and overcoming the division of the two
Koreas. Under this awareness, a lingering study was conducted. The ultimate
purpose of Kang Deok-sang’s writing of critical biography of Yeo Woon-hyung
is that only through a proper evaluation of Yeo Woon-hyung, psychological
unification of the divided Korean Peninsula’s national consciousness is possible.
It suggested the prospect that Korean’s independence and unification could only
begin through a re-evaluation of Yeo Woon-hyung’s ideas. Kang Deok-sang

has devoted his entire life as a researcher of the mission of the times.

Key words : Kang Deok Sang, History of Japan, Great Kanto Earthquake,
Yeo Woon—hyung, History Study of the Mission of the Times(BE#5)
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