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Reading Jeju Literature in the late Japanese Colonial
Period along Omura Masuo

Yun, Daeseok®

In light of Masuo Omura’s research, this thesis aims to reveal the lives and
novels of Oh Ui-jin and Lee Si-hyung, who wrote novels in Japanese at the
end of the Japanese colonial period. Through this, this thesis attempted to
indirectly reveal the perspective of Masuo Omura’s research on Jeju literature
and even Korean literature. In addition, it was intended to reveal a section of
literature from 1943 to 1945, which had been rarely discussed due to data or
language problems.

The biggest achievement of this thesis is to reveal the real name (Oh Eui-jin)
and life of the writer, who was called only as his Japanese name, Atsuhiko
Gureimoto. Leaving his hometown of Jeju early on, Oh worked as a bank clerk
in Mokpo, Cheonan, and Gwangcheon, and wrote a novel in Japanese to apply
for various contestants. Lee Si-hyung wrote a novel in Japanese using his
experiences as a teacher in his hometown of Jeju. After liberation, he joined
a movement for social transformation and was slaughtered by the power of
the nation-state.

Their literature depicts the antagonism between the Korean or Jeju-style and
the outside. Oh Eui-jin’s “Proud” and Lee Si-hyung’s “Ieodo” can be said to
be representative novels, and in this respect, they have inherited the spirit of
“Kokumin Bungaku([g{ . £%)”. However, Masuo Omura reveals a certain

bias by interpreting these novels as the master of the Korean and the ethnic
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among them. This bias forms the basic perspective of Masuo Omura’s research

on Joseon literature.

Key words : Masuo Omura, Jeju Literature, Oh Ui-jin, Lee Si-hyung, National Literature
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