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A Comparative Study on the
“The Mole(rat) Marriage”, a ‘fairy tale’ between
Korea and Japan in the 1900s and 1920s

Yeom Heekyung*

This study is a comparative study of “The Mole(rat) Marriage”, a “fairy tale”
between Korea and Japan in the 1900s and 1920s, and aims to examine how
the global universality and national specificity of the “The Mole(rat) Marriage”
folktales were inherited and transformed into the “fairy tale” of Korea and
Japan. In order to examine the process of adaptation of folktales into fairy
tales, I first looked at the themes and characteristics of “The Mole(rat)
Marriage” folktale recorded in ancient Korean and Japanese literature. Second,
I looked at the motif of “Tales” in the “Korean folktales” of foreigners in the
1900s and 1920s, which influenced the “traditional fairy tale” of the formation
of Korean children’s literature. Third, five “fairy tales” of Korea and Japan
in the 1900s and 1920s were organized by motif to examine their universality
and specificity. During that period, it was possible to shed light on the specific
aspects of rewriting folktales as “fairy tales” by Choi Nam-seon and Bang
Jeong-hwan of Korea, and Iwaya Sajanami, Matsumoto Kumi, and Miyahara
Koichiro of Japan. In particular, in this study, it was newly revealed that Bang
Jeong-hwan’s “Marriage of the Mole” was a “traditional fairy tale” in which
the motive for recognizing and rewriting the source of the story was a

“traditional fairy tale,” and that the process of rewriting the book was a

*

Cuncheon National University of Euducation, lectuer
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“translation fairy tale” in which linguistic transformation was achieved. In other
words, Bang’s ‘“Marriage of the Mole” is the product of rewriting, which
combines the recognition of “traditional” and the process of “re-translation.”
With the comparative study of fairy tales adapted from folktales, it is expected
that the translation and adaptation of Korean folktales collected and adapted
by foreigners during the formation of Korean children’s literature will expand
into a study on the impact and interrelationship of the formation of Korean

“traditional fairy tales.”

Key wards : {Mole(rat) marriage), ATU 2031C type, rewriting, William E, Griffis, Takagi
Toshio(ZAB#), Choi Nam-seon (& /g 2), Bang Jeong-hwan (5 1),

lwaya Sazanami(B4]viE), Matsumoto Kumi(#224<E k), translated fairy
tales, traditional fairy tales
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