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The origins of Y1 Yook-sa’s thought

- Focusing on newly discovered articles of Yi Yook-sa during his time as
a reporter for the Chosun Ilbo -

Hong, Seukpyo*

In order to substantively grasp Yi Yook-sa’s thought before he entered the
Military Political Cadre School, and to specifically verify the journalistic
activities he described as “my stormy life” when he was a reporter in the Daegu
bureau of the Chosun Ilbo, this article discovered one newly published article
under his pseudonym and examined in detail various unidentified Daegu articles
that he is believed to have written. By intertextually comparing various
unsigned Daegu articles from the period with other Yi Yook-sa’s works
(poems, essays, reviews, and translations), including those already known to
have been written by Yi Yook-sa, and the newly discovered article attributed
to ‘the Daegu bureau of the Chosun Ilbo’, we identified 49 articles with
commonalities in terms of content, vocabulary, writing style, and inferred that
they were written by Yi Yook-sa. Yi Yook-sa was a reporter in the Daegu
bureau of the Chosun Ilbo, primarily covering social and economic events, and
he wrote articles in which he reported in-depth on the devastated agricultural
and economic conditions of the Daegu-Gyeongbuk region and the poor living
conditions of the people, as well as events that boosted Daegu’s pride or
national pride. Specifically, he focused on the plight of the common people
suffering under Japanese rule and their poor living conditions, including the

ruined rural reality and the miserable conditions of small farmers, the plight

*

Ewha Womans University, The Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Professor
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of urban workers and the poor, including brewery employees and those who
were homeless, and the pitiful conditions of refugee compatriots driven out
of Manchuria. Furthermore, he was sensitive to the relationship between
landowners and peasants, and between capitalists and workers, and focused on
reporting on the poor working conditions of peasants and workers. These
reporting activities and the practice of writing articles laid the foundation for
his thought and consciousness, which later broadened his horizons after he
graduated from the Military Political Cadre School and returned Home, where
he wrote current affairs commentaries that analyzed in-depth the political and
economic situation and trends in China and the world, and critiqued and
translated Chinese literary works. These articles confirm that Yi Yook-sa’s
thought and consciousness were not formed by simply adopting abstract
theories or ideologies. By approaching the reality of the nation and the lives
of the people, Yi Yook-sa actually grasped the structural contradictions and
absurdities of the nation and society, and shaped his thought and consciousness
in various social practices. As such, the newly discovered articles of Yi
Yook-sa are the best representation of Yi Yook-sa’s perception of the times

and reality, revealing the origins of his thought and consciousness.

Key words : Yi Yook-sa, the Chosun llbo, newly discovered articles, the reality of the
nation, the lives of the people, the origins of thought
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