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‘North Korea’ Translated Before and
After the Founding of the People’s Republic of China

- Focusing on Translation and Publication of We Saw North Korea -

Liu Huiying*

China’s discourse on ‘North Korea’ sprouted in the 1940s in the translation
of Soviet literature. We Saw North Korea was translated and published several
times before and after the founding of China, showing the discourse process
of ‘North Korea’. It emerged as a symbol of Sino-Soviet friendship and was
reborn as a promotional material for Korean War, entering the center of
discourse. It was tied to the change in the political order and the reorganization
of the knowledge order.

Chinese versions showed a mixture of different perspectives and showed
falsehood of cooperation among the Soviet Union, North Korea, and China
during Cold War formation period. The Soviets who were narcissistic could
not become objective recorders, and the text reached them through
interpretation was nothing more than a false text. Translations produced by the
two literary production systems in China revealed different visions as a kind
of ‘rewriting’.

If the translation produced under the leadership of the Soviet Union
represented the standpoint of the Soviet Union, the Chinese independent project
emphasized the independence of the new regime by implementing the policies
of the Chinese Communist Party directly. The latter also participated in

historical production and discourse reorganization actively, and became classic

*

Associate Professor of School of Northeast Asia Studies, Shandong University



through the unification of Xinhua Bookstores.

Key words : We Saw North Korea, the People’s Republic of China, the Soviet Union,
North Korea, translate
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