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A Study on the History of North Korea’s Literature
and Arts Movement during the Korean War

- From the formation(1951.3) to the dissolution(1953.9) of the
“Korean Literature and Arts Alliance” of South and North Korea -

Kim, Seong-su*

The purpose of this article is to analyze the historical transformation process
of North Korean literary and artistic organizations during the Korean War.
Specifically, it compares the literary articles of the daily Rodong Sinmun and
Democratic Joseon published during the war with the articles of the monthly
Literary Arts. Through this criticism of historical sources, the process of
transformation of the North Korean literary organization during the war is
restored as it is. As a result, it was found that the “Korean Literature and Arts
Alliance” of inter-Korean integration reinstated the journal Literature Arts to
revitalize creation and expand the organization. The war writers created the
real story of the People’s Army’s battle for victory in the war, the struggle
of the rear people, the friendship between Korea and China, and criticism of
the United States. The Korean Literature and Arts Alliance was disbanded by
being caught up in the ‘Anti-sectarian struggle’ at the end of the war. At the
‘National Writers and Artists’ Conference’ held on September 26-27, 1953, the
Munyechong was disbanded, and only the Joseon Writers’ Alliance, the Joseon
Artists” Alliance, and the Joseon Composers Alliance remained. Since then, the
existence of the ‘“Korean Literature and Arts Alliance” of inter-Korean

integration during the war has disappeared anywhere in the literary history of

*

Professor of writing at University College, Sungkyunkwan University
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the two Koreas, and restoration is needed.

Key words : North Korean literature, Korean War, The Korean Literature and Arts Alliance,

‘Anti-sectarian struggle,” Rodong Sinmun, Democratic Joseon, Literary Arts
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