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Movies, Film Projectors, and ‘Cheonggyecheon’

- Illegality/legality of the Diffusion of Film Screening Technology during
the Cold War Period -

Wee, Gyeong-hae*

This article examines the nature and meaning of technological diffusion in
the nation-state order under the Cold War regime, focusing on film equipment
from the end of the Korean War to the early 1970s. At the time, films were
screened across the country regardless of theater type as they were mobilized
to strengthen national identity and establish a cultural order influenced by the
United States. The demand for film projectors created by widespread film
screenings led to a proliferation of film-related technology. The state sought
projectors as a means of asserting power, while the film industry required
equipment to meet production and screening needs.

However, the country’s reliance on imported projectors, driven by economic
development strategies and biased technology policies favoring mass production
of skilled workers, posed challenges. The film industry, facing limited
technological capabilities domestically, formed private networks with the
Japanese film industry to import equipment. Importantly, the distribution of
film equipment in the private sector, crucial for the film industry, relied heavily
on connections with US military units, leading to instances of smuggling
through US military bases or Japan. The role of the Cheonggyecheon, an
electronics shopping mall, is particularly notable as a hub facilitating the

dissemination of film equipment, production, and technology. It served as a

*

Chonnam National University
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nexus where boundaries between legal and illegal activities blurred, reflecting
the complex dynamics of technological diffusion during the Cold War period.

In conclusion, the diffusion of film screening technology was shaped by a
combination of economic development strategies, technology policies, and the
dynamics of the film industry, all occurring within the context of the Cold

War regime.

Key wards : film projector, film equipment, technology, Cheonggyecheon, illegal/legality,
smuggling, U.S. military base, PX, Kang Inoue, Jeon Won-chun
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