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Omura Masuo’s Archive:

Basis of Research of Modern Korean Literature and Ideology of
‘Open Publicness’

Jang, Moon-seok®

Omura Masuo was the first generation Japanese researcher, translator, and
archivist of modern Korean literature. Due to the colonization and the Cold
War, the materials of modern Korean literature were scattered in Two Koreas,
China, and Japan. Omura had to collect material before research and translation.
Omura began collecting materials through bookselves of Zainich, publications
in North Korea, and libraries in Japan. After Basic Relations between Japan
and the Republic of Korea, he discovered and shared materials with Korean
researchers such as Kim Yoon-shik and Im Chong-gug, reviewed and translated
each other’s studies. Omura’s archives, translations, and studies contributed to
the fundamental accumulation of modern Korean literature research. In addition,
He collected various materials through libraries in various countries such as
Japan, Korea, and China, and used them as lists, collections of literature, and
literary maps. Omura widely shared the data he organized so that researchers
could use it freely, aiming to compete with various translations and research
perspectives and produce rich knowledge. Omura’s archive shows the process
of forming the foundation of the study of Korean modern literature, and at
the same time suggests the attitude of research toward the ‘open publicity’ of

knowledge.

*

Assistant Professor, Department of Korean Language and Literature, Kyung Hee University
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