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Research on Modern Korean Literature by
Japanese Scholars and Masuo Omura

- Focusing on the Post-1945 Period -

SHIRAKAWA YUTAKA*

This article aims to trace the academic trajectory of Masuo Omura, a
prominent figure in the first generation of Korean studies scholars in post-1945
Japan, and to critically examine his perspective on Korean literature, elucidating
its significance. Masuo Omura graduated from Waseda University, completed
his doctoral program at Tokyo Metropolitan University, and served as a
full-time lecturer in Chinese at Waseda University starting in 1964. Initially
focused on Chinese literature, Omura began to engage earnestly with Korean
literature in 1962, commencing with his translation of a novel by Choi Seo-hae.
Integrating his studies of Chinese and Korean literature, Omura subsequently
concentrated on the history of modern Korean literature, making notable
contributions, including the discovery of Yoon Dong-ju’s grave.

This paper underscores the thematic commonalities present in Omura’s
collected works and published articles. Rather than focusing on purely literary
figures who have experienced periods of obscurity in Korean literary history,
Omura’s research predominantly highlights authors who were critical of the
Japanese colonial regime. This focus indicates Omura’s scholarly interest in
under-represented and under-studied writers within Korean literary studies,
particularly those marginalized or politically excluded from the mainstream

Korean intellectual. Omura’s academic contributions constitute a significant

*

Honorary Professor, Kyushu Sangyo University
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legacy that has profoundly influenced the development of Korean literary

studies in Japan.

Key words : Masuo Omura, Modern Korean Literary Studies, Comparative Literature,
Translation, Korean Studies
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