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Sangguanhoe(+H#{ ) in 17th-century Seoul and
the Hyangyak(%%4) beyond ‘Local(%)’

Lee Minjung®

Around 1670, a group of young students living in the Mapo of Seoul formed
the Sangguanhoe(AH7# &), a community for learning. They drew up a
constitution to regulate themselves and define their mutual solidarity and
obligations, based on the [ FH#). They were conscious of practicing
hyangyak(%[#7), and to commemorate their formation, they asked Song Shi
yul(ZKH;%1) to write a preface and revise the constitution, and he wrote the
TFE# &7, to commemorate and encourage their actions. However, it was not
appropriate to use a name with the word “hyangyak™ in the capital, so the
name was changed to “Sangguanhoe” which means to encourage fellowship
and good deeds. This fact was later transmitted once again by Z&f¥%, who
omitted the context that the members of the Sangguanhoe formed a community
for learning to practice hyangyak , and only conveyed the aspect of the
Sangguanhoe as a community for learning.

The changes over time in the name and basic nature of the Sangguanhoe
demonstrate different perceptions of the nature of hyangyak. The Book of the
Sangguanhoe shows that different perceptions of hyangyak defined the identity
of the Sangguanhoe differently. The dominant perception in contemporary
scholarship is that the institution of hyangyak relied heavily on the space of
provincial or village society, and this is where it originated. However, the

willingness of the members of the Sanggwanhoe to practice hyangyak in Seoul

*  SNU GSIS, Lecturer
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reminds us that hyangyak was able to transcend its spatial limitations and be

used extensively and universally as a system for community self-discipline.

Key words : Sangguanhoe(18#15), Song Shi yul (SREFZY), hyangyak (45#9),
a community for learning, capital, local
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