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37) Charles B. Fahs’ Interview with Vincent Bruno, April 14, 1954, (RF_RG1,2_F27)

38) Letter from Chewon Kim to Robert Griffing, February 28, 1954, (34-&, <ke] 2019, 52%)
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41) Charles B, Fahs' Interview with Vincent Bruno, April 14, 1954, (RF_RG1,2_F27)
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43) Letter from Evelyn McCune to Charles B, Fahs, March 15, 1955(3%-3, 2F¢] 2020, 22%)

44) (GENERAL REPORT OF MISSION TO KOREA BY THE ARTS AND MONUMENTS ADVISER
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE) April 12, 1955, (Internal_1, =+3] A2} = X4 2)

45) MZFA 23 HGopzokS 7] dsh 1953 (Y& F]ste} 224 A7 s A& AF ek 2
A AR 1953 o] A2 Snl s be ool ul= o] 8]0 H|ES AL, SmmE o] o]
7I'gsh= AAI7E =715 718 o2 Bl

46) Letter from The Foreign Service of The United States of America to American Embassy,
Seoul, January 5, 1955, (Internal_1, <3| A=} =4 )

47) TAI 2L BT, TR, 1955.01.00.

48) THITFEWHSL ORI D), ol Ry, 1954.12,04,; TAH ARG fa kel Fsold 5, 1955.01.10.

49) (The International Art Exhibition as an Expression of Friendship and Gratitude) January 12,
1955, (Internal 1, ==3] A=A )
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3) Letter from Robert Griffing to Chewon Kim, July 20, 1955, (33&, ¢k¢] 2019, 68%)

4) Letter from Chewon Kim to Robert Griffing, August 31, 1955, (34, 2Fe] 2019, 73%)
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110) 714 ©A18] 2, PR Y A} of Ao}, A EWAY, 2012, 715 18e T4 33} v] =, =gl
Ejo} Fapaal , rehekel, S1, skl et 2018

111) Takuya Kida, “Japanese Crafts and Cultural Exchange with the USA in the 1950’s : Soft Power
and John D, Rockefeller III during the Cold War”, Journal of Design History, Vol, 25, No,
4, 2012,

112) Christine Y. Hahn, “Unearthing Origins: The Use of Art, Archaeology, and Exhibitions in
Creating Korean National Identity, 1945-1962", Visual Resources, 28:2, 2012,
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FHQITA| DO|sMES 25, FZ2HEZ, En8, "Masterpieces of Korean Arty,
JI0|EEHATAI2S], 1957.11. National Gallery of Art, 1957.
1957.5.

B3 GEsEN) #E 359 =5
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114) Hahn, op. cit., p.195.
115) Paine, op. cit., p.28.
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116) National Gallery of Art, Masterpieces of Korean Art, op, cit., p.13.
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excerpt from [
CHF Lln Homolu

Juna 1, 1953
Iiled :

Lanch wlth Mr. Fobert P. Griffing Jr., Direstor of the Honolulu Iru-!' tute
o Floe drte, and Mrs, Griffing in thalw kees oo 51 & i = F

--r-.-'l Elzm Ghewvon and the Kores Natlonal Musmam c':-]"-r-\_t'-"nrl, |.!'I' r-p.

to have thea ln Benolulu in smccordsnse with Presldent Ehesa's "'m-'
helr evacuatlon from Pusmn: part of the baassent arsa of the [ns L."-:h.-
L "“H‘N‘JHN Lo provide safe storage. The Navy has three times sent out ships
to bring the collesction here, each time I

piained nome of the diiflcultles in Pusan ana suggested the best solution might
=2 houslang for the material

18 ln Pusan. Concelwvably I a small travelllng
exhibit abrosa cevld ba used Lo ralse funds townrds such m constructlve progras
in Pusan, tled to possible Lelp there from UNKRA and UNGAGK, perhaps scme of
the Esbassy objectlons to sending materlals cut of Korea could be overcose.

a2 1. mpAao] 2| ME LHE(1952.6.1)

gk I{E Hedoticdec );-c:,mg‘ of MEE’/‘M\TI’:&A Yoo et Beond 2eed }ﬂ“ B W Gy o \
. ., s N }i«uﬂm««?"vb Jkdn?:uns-& uf.«dv!mcz,ﬂng
(2% ¢ By Wide Ve e biecr Vo7 W ety s Chneckd ww,&{z.im Pl gt i quens io 7 !
n*“ﬁ*ﬂ”;&m.w&wﬂw;@hm quuﬂmLaﬁV;w}%n 1£/E Kertae
W“"‘”% % aec 37 A Vi, Foronine] W&Wwb’rfﬂ_ﬂmw 7

[

- T aéucar N\ UJ‘W-VMJM Eu’d&c&::: m_zﬁ;[w;; 7"“"\"
; . % G Head & o Mk
(e m/‘:ﬂl;ﬁ? i W ﬁ"}’ it agat i‘:':kgt_:z‘.mrm 5;/‘; : d«\ Gousarli
QJQI{?)& o ke U.‘ﬁvfmtamyh‘fkm 4 Wwwﬁﬁfummmwwﬁiﬂam’/mf
s 5;:‘_& Aé:f. Lt “tmd-&,fmkb i T nfirmce ucd ctom s
I &l Y = S g el | | et e vy R g
L Y P ke ik, o b T [ a4 g Jtac e Gk i | e Cokalod e b
S B whies, G e Wil Sor & Tt b ot Gl Trée findyivase WIMMTM(MWMWM
5 "**ﬂ‘“‘ﬁﬁﬂéﬂwm o T loef Gl e, bt e M i 2 adp i gt edt a7 Rdelil mwmﬂe,
Pl e i 5 y&‘&-&&)ﬁ‘ - %nuaﬁa,amm;uw/kmz&mamu Z? P
,&7 zwm ook e o Prrinisns, Wlokecoiar - (% “W,E-umw sk .a:.s.rmrwyuy /ﬁﬁ”
% Fovitr fotiar, e # Chealipind st v Aa B vafice e
\ & et sniz %&M#{Mmﬂ"‘ﬁ« / “‘Mfhw“w:w4d(7',é~v/mf&””°i:ymmw

"‘7%“’“&,?&(&@ WZ:*‘“}E@MA;&;“«
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0212, 27} 3| ZolA| 2 HX|(1951.4.14.)
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FOOO ART MIISETM & HAEVARD UNIVEESTTY
CAMBRIOGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS

Jupn 23, 19T1

Mertimer Orsves Esqr.

Amarican Counell of Learned Sccisties

1219 Sixteenth Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C. JUN 7 61957

Dear Mortimar:

kt last we seem (officially at least] to he natified
in expecting the Korean national treasurs at the Bomelulu Asademy
of Artes.

.:F;mlurbhlﬁ:lﬂsu‘:tmmbmm!m.nﬂﬂm
necda no anations you appreciate dts enormons Amportance.
Bothing remotely approximating this collection erists snywhers

elan, for it is & cross-section of Norean colturs including recently
excavated archasclogical saterial as well as anjects of art. The
inclusion of the library wis a cosplete surprise and spans up a
fresh mine of source-material for historians,

Naturally T turn to you for advice on the first stepa
to get funds for the preservation, cataloging, photographing
and possible publication of the collection. If, as may be the
case; it romainm in our custody for three or fogr yeara with j

Mim Chewon, the director of the two Seoul museuns, in charge,
re would be ti=e to lun-uqﬂ.uhlgnl.nl_l.

The storage, conssrvation, and cataloging (excapt for
cataloging the litrary) can be adndrably sareied on st & minisus
of sxpense by the Academy of Arts who would nesd only a small
enlargenent of thelr pressnt very capable starr. o
assistant regintrar on full time and an additde rhotographer,

But it would sesm & shame if we had no funds to improve
this opportunity by inwiting scholars fros the mainland and parhapa
Europs Lo work on the warious collsctions:

)} thors would be nesd for one or two Sinologuss,
) a Japannlogus,
) one specislist on Korean history,
sameane trained in Oriental art to work on the paimtings,
someone familiar with Chiness and Japansss pottery whe
could handle the ceramics

1
2
3
h
5

J8! 3 27t 0|3 shatE el s FolA B #X](1951.6.23)
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main file

Excerpt from CBF's Diary
Pusan, Korea - April 12, 1952
. A g
= e i i
2 3 and ¥
O 4, mpA0] 247](1951.4.12)
{ A A
Pebr ry 28,1954
D . '
: rr ) T A ¥ da
1 1 K o 1 i .

%]

Ol 5, Zxjfdo| a2 oA EH HX|(1954.2.28.)
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Qetobar 5, 1953

The Assricen Comalttes for the Besteration of Itlien Monusents
arranged o obeller naflon-wide wxhibd o
wwnuamﬂhlﬂmmwulmmmh in

mmmﬁm-utmhw 2 obkadsn
prelicinery opizion ss 10 the propesul, = “

Englopaheut I
1. War's Tll of Italisn Art.
2« "The ligturned Ilw the Bsrlis kaseume”
Depurtsent of Blate Ballskis, XX, 513 May 1, 1949,

A7 Abit ANERYY rvah e BA
UKE hh"&’ﬁiﬂi‘-ﬂ‘l-humw

J8 7. 2722 ™MA| &of M 9H1953.10.5.)
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23s

drip to the sar Fast
INTERVIEWS: 1po Seoal, Horea

M 1 Conbinued

Eim would like Lo undertake further excavation work since
important known tomb sites near Tas-chong (7) are in danger of FAL i
belng cbecured or destroyed through the growth of that city. SACAVATION

However, he is blocked on this al=o by Presidential decree = Hhee
saw a dosumentary some months ago which happerned to show & temb
excavation in process, and since then has banned excavabion willy-nilly.

KEim Chewen spole of the traiming of Kim Wong-yong as his KIN Wong=yong
one real accomplishment durding the last seversl years. It has been
hoped to have him go to Kyoto under cur grant for Umehara's work
there. Put this too is blocked by Fresidential policy which opposes
paspports for Eoreans to atudy in Japan, As an alternative Him won=yomg
iz now apolying for help under Fulbright to spend a year at YU with Salaony,
with the idoa that he might tien also be able bto stop in Kyote om his
réturn. §im hoped to know the results of the applicstion in a few days.
It ie possible although not probable that we shall be asied for supple-
mental holp on this cne too.

Finally, Eim spoe of hoves ralsed by Oriffirg of Hawall, wha EXHIELT
wes rocently here, that the proposed exhibit of Korean art would at OF KORERR
last be permitted to go abroad, The proposal now s for a lisdted ART
exhibition of severanl hundred pieces, which is a more aceeptable pro—
posal to the Korean leglslature than was the earlier proposal to send
the entire collectlons to Honolulu. GBEF did not offer any encourage=
ment, assuming that this plan was up to the Huseums in the U.5. to work on.

Eim was shy in expressing his own concern about the future in
Koreéa but he is cbviously worrled lest the Geneva Conference result in
somé compromise which would parmit the Communists to roagsert influence
in South Korea. He has been trying to get a residentohip for his wife
in a Honolulu hospital and aleo spoke to CPF of wanting his daughter to
ge to toe U.5. to school when she ip ready to enter high sehool in two
years both because the schocls in Seoul are inadequate and because he
would like to have her in & safer environment.

In the evening Scherbacher held a cocktall party for John 0. Fyers,
vielting from Washington, and various returned students fros rica as PAIK
well as a variety of educational leaders. George Paik, President of Chosem N
Christisn University, tock the opportunity To comment on President Ahees' [0CTLOIARY
objeations to the dictionary and sald that after all this was & private
venture and none of the Fresident's business. FPalk hoped that the two
private srganiszatisns concerned - the !orean Language Soclety and The
Aockefeller Foundation - would go ahead amyway. However, it should not
now be printed in Japan but in Korea, where adequate facilities were
now available. CEF said he could not comment until he had learned more of
the situation,

T8l 8, mAo] ZIRfp HE LHE(1954.5.3)
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SEATTLE ART MUSEUM
VOLUNTEER PARK
SEATTLE 2, WASHINGTON

Septamber 23, 1955

viizs Ardelia nall
U. 5. gtate Jepartment
wzshington <5, D. C.

Dear miss dall:

7

tor the past year I nave been corresponding with

vr. Griffing of tne Honclulu Academy of Arts concernin
the possibility articipating in tihe circult of the
fLorean exhi e nov advised me to write to you persen
Nally

As you may know our Mussum is the most active on
the Pzcific Coast in the field of Asiatiec art. We thereforse
had the honor of being the only wWestern mussum inciuded in
the circult of the Ofticial Japanese Exhibition and had the
record attendance. We are most anxious %o participate in
the cirenit of this propossd exhibition of Korean art.

So mueh time and efiort is expended in the organ-
ization of such an exhibition that I consider it most
desirable that the circuit should be as extensive zs possible
to acguaint the American public with the nigh cultural back-
ground of this ancient pecple with whom we have been so closely
allied. Whatevsr the size of the circuit is however, Zeattle,
both for its interest and for its port facilities, would be an
~essential factor in the circuit.

Sincerely,

W ——

Richard E. Fuller
Presgsident and Director

O 9. AloiE0|E 20| 2ol B=olE HAl &ol £9/(1955.9.23)
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HONOLULU ACADEMY OF ARTS, HONOLULU, HAWAII

FFICE OF THE DORTCTOR
July 20, 1955

Dr. Kim Chewon
Natlonal Museum of Horea
Secul , Korea

Doar Kim:

Thank you so much for your good letter of
June 27th which arrived a few days ago. I am
awfully sorry that I did not receive your letter
ln Japan, but thls time we stayed as far away
from the Imperial as possible. I find it not
only uncomfortable but also much too expensive,
and we much prefer the Japanese style of imn
anyway.

Dr. Elisseeff told me in Kyoto about running
into you and it was wonderful to hear about you
again. I am delighted to know that you have a
functloning museum again and that it seems to be
coming along 80 nicely. He also told me that the
Eorean Assembly had passed the ldea of the travelling

Ardelia Hall will keep Honolulu on the list. Knowing
Ardella, I keep my fingers crossed, but nevertheleas
we went very much to be on it and if we are not, I
think I will raise a fuss with your Freslident.
Meanwnile, 1l you hear any more about 1t, please let
us know, Ardelia never tells me anything.

Thank you also for giving me your reaction to
our request [or the gold treasure. I will write to
the Freslident and count on your recommendation 1if
he brings 1t up instead of simply tossing the whole
idea aside.

2210, 22|Zo] ZRY A 2 #X|(19556.7.20.)
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N 71
COF \' mmnmmﬁm

. Choars K Auguat 31,1955

Yiractor

Dear Bob: -
Thank you for your letter of July 20.
I haven't heard h from our Iiishor authority about

ol Ay, Pt

your request f S0 I couldn't do anything
for you.

We are wait for some reaction about the Circulating
Exhibition uf Arts in the U.5., from your State

Department. Our Ambassador Yang is requested to contact
your State Dept. in Washington sometimes ago.

As Imow we did to request lol to
then Ardelia came and ﬁ‘!‘ lm

sent the request andoﬂ.'u-io aﬂ;.
mast frankly , mtm tmundnu

Presid is nﬂuuh

asked us as how mach mm-r!.u and we did

know what te tell, What do you think, what is the

There is of course no doubt that Ardelia has on tho list ,
eghe told me often . But you should find ?‘
happening, tell me then .

The museum has now better buiding. But I do have
my problem, always.

Bast wishes to you and your
wife

sincerely your's

O 1. &0l aelgolA B 3]41(1955.8.31.)
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Dear ¥r. Griffing: P

Your letter of April 12, 1956 concerming ths propomed
| Eoresn exhibitien has besen received. I have moted that
you sent o6pies te the Korwsm Commlate-Gemeral, Honslulug
the Hatienal Gollery of Art, Washingbensy Dr. Kim Che-wen,
M;MW.H.MW. Immﬂng&.mvﬂ
Be Pinlay o eopy of this reply and I would appreciate it
if you would kindly hand en the follewing information teo
the others.

The Natienal Gallery of Art did not consemt on Mareh
17, 1956 to hold the Korsan exhibitlen. The Reckefellew
Foundation has net mads a grant for American museum experts
te go to EZorea to select the exhdbition. In awy eunse,
the Roeclefeller Feundation would not be asked te pay for
my travel. I bave trisd to keep Mr. Finley, Ir. Arehibald
G m’ ¥rs Robert Treat Pm' M, Lawrence Elm,
and the Metropolitan Musewm of Art informed absut the pro-
posed exhibitien as a matter of courtesy. I have been in
camunicatien with Dr, Eim Gho-won through ithe
Zm s oy n_Samn ol ne Kopsan He SRR BN YL Lan
April 9, 1956 I wrote to you saying that plans for
exhibition were still under concideraticon and that I would
vrite to you as soon as sars declsien was reashed. .

I am goyry that the Hemelwlu Aeademy of Arts has been
Ancenvenlenced by the delay., Hewaver, I hepe that we may
centimue to werk with the Eerean Geverrmemt to fike a really
great exhibition of Kersan art pesaible.

S . —

Ardelia R. Hall
Arta and Eomemants Adviesr

Hr. Eobert P Jr
S eaeton, hosslubs Amsdexy of Arbs,
1 Hensduln, Hosemdd.
ey < Aan
| AM: ARHall:mm L17/56 MA = Mr. Ng

a2 12, 20| Jz|HojlA 2 341(1956.4.17.)
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e =
A¥ March 15, 1956] ,

Dear iMr. Walkor:

A loan exhibltion of Korean ari, representative of
Rorea's great national treasures, is to be asseebled and
shown in six Americen museums in 1957 - 1958. This will
bte the firat exhibitlon of Eorean art ever arranged in
tha West. The exhibition will be under the patronsge of
the Unlted States Govermment and the Republic of Eorea.
It will be arrangsed under the joint aponsorship of the
Department of State and the participating museums.

During the pericd of the exzhibition an Amerlean Com=
mittee to ald in the Restoratlicn of EKorean ¥onuments, in
agaoclation with the American=Koremn Foundatien, will
ralse funda from private suvbseription for the urgent re=
palr of Eorean momments and the rehabilitation of Eorean
WS STINE o

The Hockefsller Foundstion will provide funds feor ‘}
thres American directora or curators, who arse imilllttl\'l
in Par Eestern art, te go to Kores to select the oxhibi-
tion; and the Department of State will provids travel
grants for thse HKorean museum directors and curatora to
cam@ to the United States accompanying the axhibition.

An sstimeted budget, on the basis of similar sosts for
the Japeness azhibltion, will be sbout £30,000.00. There=-
fore, the amount to be deposited by each of 8ix museums
will be §5,000.00.

__In view of the great prestige of the Hatlonal Gallary
of Ar% it is hoped that the trusteer will mgros to partic= -
~dpate in the exhibition snd to plan for the opening to

ake place at the Hational Gallery of Arbt.

Sincerely yours,

M/SO

Ardelis R. Ball

|
- Arts and Mommments Adviaer
Mr. John Walker, Chief Curator, , ~
Betional Gallery of Art,
®ashington, D. C. S5/S-CR
WAR 15 1956 £ T/

AM3ARHall:1qf 3/15/86

213, 29| MA| 7|1212+1956.3.15.)
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Reevaluation of Process and Characteristics of the
exhibition ‘Masterpieces of Korean Art’ in 1957

Hyunjung KIM™*

The Korean National Treasures Exhibition, titled “Masterpieces of Korean
Art” held in the United States in 1957 was the first event to introduce Korea’s
cultural identity to the world, and it was an important historical event that
instilled cultural pride among the Korean people. It also elevated the status
of the National Museum of Korea. Despite its significance, the process leading
to the exhibition and the nature of the exhibition itself have not been
thoroughly evaluated.

The narrative that “Masterpieces of Korean Art” began Robert P. Griffing
Jr., the director of the Honolulu Academy of Arts, is mythologized; it was,
in reality, an initiative of the U.S. State Department under the Eisenhower
administration, which was revising its anti-communist policies.

Griffing, the first Westerner interested in exhibiting Korean cultural artifacts
in the U.S. had his plans disrupted by the Korean War. The Korean
government has since entrusted Griffing with a U.S. touring exhibition of
evacuated cultural. When the U.S. State Department expressed interest,
Griffing’s plans were ultimately discarded, leading to a new “Masterpieces of
Korean Art” exhibition driven by the State Department, marking a new phase
in cultural exchange between Korea and the United States.

The U.S. State Department intended the “Masterpieces of Korean Art”

exhibition to enhance bilateral relations and underscore the importance of

*

National Museum of Korean Contemporary History, Curator
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culture during the Cold War. It aimed to mitigate American dissatisfaction with
its involvement in Korea and to foster a positive perception of Korea as a
stronghold against communism in East Asia. This exhibition helped establish
Korea as a nation with a rich historical heritage and a valuable ally to the
United States in the fight against communism.

The success of the “Masterpieces of Korean Art” exhibition has often been
highlighted without a critical examination of its context. Contrary to claims
that it distinctly separated Korea’s cultural identity from Japan, the selection
of exhibits, catalogue contents, and exhibition staging were influenced by a
Japanese perspective. This led to an ironic situation where Korea’s cultural
heritage, first discovered by Japanese archaeologists, was acknowledged by
American curators. The lack of substantive evaluations at the time stemmed
from the desire to avoid controversies regarding the overseas introduction of
cultural properties and to quell debates over the export of cultural artifacts

during wartime.

Key words : National Museum of Korea, Chewon Kim, Robert P. Griffing Jr., Ardelia R. Hall,
Honolulu Academy of Arts, U.S. State Department
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