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Heroine Novel Jeongsujeongjeon from the
perspective of Misogyny

Choi, Ji-nyeo™

The protagonist of the heroine novel in the late Joseon Dynasty is the official
and general in high places, represented as a so-called ‘women leader’. Martha
Nussbaum, American philosopher, saw that the hostility felt by men when women
tried to become leaders was related to criticism, hatred, and envy. These hostile
words and actions are able to collectively called ‘misogyny’, Misogyny in a
general sense means the nature of individual misogynists who tend to hate women
because they are women, and misogyny in a structural sense can be understood
as an attribute of the social environment that regulates and enforces the norms,
expectations, and governing ideologies of patriarchy. Jeongsujeongjeon, one of
the main works of the heroine novel, is a work that highlights women’s activities
and conflicts with the hero, so signs of misogyny are more evident. First of
all, the characters around the female hero regard the female hero as ‘a woman
who does not fulfill her duty’. The main female character, Jeongsujeong is
criticized or ridiculed from those around her for not fulfilling her duty of moral
assistance in the home. Male characters mainly remind Jeongsujeong, who comes
into the male area as court and the battlefield, through hate speech, of the
duty of housework and the role of his wife. On the other hand, the male protagonist
considers the female protagonist as a more successful competitor than himself.
They are the two most outstanding characters in the work and are therefore

also the most competitive. Jangyeon in Jeongsujeongjeon causes conflict by

*

Hongik University, Senior Lecturer
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constantly blaming Jeongsujeong for her higher position and making greater
contributions than him. The two compete for scarce values that can be exempted
from shame or public humiliation on the battlefield and can take face, pride,
reputation, and respect. After marriage, Jeongsujeong strives to honor her
mother-in-law and maintain a harmonious relationship with her husband’s other
wives by being faithful to the role of a moral supporter. Jangyeon returns the
humiliation he received on the battlefield to Jeongsujeong through acts of
criticizing her in front of others and collective bullying, which shows the process
of restricting women’s social activities and returning women to domestic duties
assigned by the patriarchy. Nevertheless, the fact that Jeongsujeong maintains
her social life to the end, and her son inherits her mother’s legacy suggests

the possibility of a female subject who does not completely succumb to misogyny.

Key words : misogyny, heroine novel, Jeongsujeongjeon, patriarchy, hate speech,
moral support, rivalry
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