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The Exchange Between Seo Geojeong of Joseon and

Luong Nhu Hoc of Pai Viét in Ming China, 1460

Byun, Kyuduck*

This paper aims to examine the origins of active exchanges between Korean
and Vietnamese envoys from the 15th to 18th centuries, focusing on the
interaction between Seo Geojeong of Joseon and Luong Nhu Hoc of Pai Viét
in Ming China, 1460. By doing so, it explores the East Asian international
order in the 15th century, connecting Joseon, Ming China, and Pai Viét.

Seo and Hdc were prominent literati in their respective countries. Seo
worked as a civil official in academic institutions, and notably served as
Daejehak (KH¢EL) for 22 years, an esteemed position considered to represent
the best scholar in Joseon. He led the academic tradition of the early Joseon,
contributing to numerous official publications as well as his private writings.
Hoc, similarly, worked in the Vién Han Lam (536K2) and Bo Lé (ji:l), and
was actively involved in official publications, with a particular talent for poetry.

Both Seo and Hoc met in Ming China while serving as envoys from Joseon
and Pai Viét. Hoc was in Ming to secure investiture for his king, Lé Nghi
Dan (2'm ), while Seo was there to clarify Joseon’s stance on the Jurchen
issue. It is believed that their meeting took place in mid-August 1460.

Three poems they exchanged during their meeting reflect their mutual
respect, regret over parting after their missions, and their high level of literary

knowledge. This exchange of poetry not only highlights the important role
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literary activities played among East Asian scholars at the time, but also sheds
light on the historical connections between Joseon and Pai Viét within the

broader context of East Asia.

Key words : Seo Geojeong, Luong Nhu Hoc, Joseon envoy, Pai Viét envoy, Exchanges
between Korea and Vietnam, Poetry exchange
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