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Yoon Il-sun and Chung Doo-hyun

Continuity and Discontinuity in Medical Education at Imperial University
and National Medical Schools in North and South Korea

Jeong, Jong-hyun*

This article aims to understand the continuities and discontinuities between
the medical faculties of imperial universities and the national medical schools
of North and South Korea by examining the lives of Yoon Il-sun and Jeong
Doo-hyun, two important figures involved in the establishment of the medical
faculties of Seoul National University and Kim Il-sung University, respectively.
I focus on Yoon Il-sun and Jung Doo-hyun because they graduated from the
medical faculties of Kyoto University and Daihoku University, respectively,
and were representative figures in the post-liberation medical community in
North and South Korea, as well as playing a leading role in the establishment
of the medical faculties of both universities. In particular, they were related
to each other in private, and their histories help us to understand that the issue
of the National Seoul Alternative Wave and the movement of doctors between
North and South Korea after liberation was not just an ideological one, but
also a complex intertwining of elitism, long-standing regionalism, and issues
of generation and treatment. In particular, as the division of North and South
Korea became entrenched and the Cold War began, Yoon Il-sun and Jeong
Doo-hyun's lives and intellectual paths would be profoundly altered by the
United States and the Soviet Union, respectively. Yoon Il-sun served as vice

president and then president of the university, attracting the Minnesota Project
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to Americanize South Korean medicine. In the case of Jung Doo-hyun, he
rejected Michurin-Lysenkoism, which had been imported into North Korea, in
favor of Mendelian genetics, and was pushed out of the medical and intellectual
circles. The paths of these two men can be said to be a benediction of the
process of reorganizing the medical and scientific knowledge of the empire
(university) into the medical and scientific knowledge of the United States and

the Soviet Union during the Cold War.

Keywords : Yun ll-sun, Jeong Doo-hyun, National University of Seoul Medical School, Kim
II-sung University Medical Department, Kyungsung Medical School,
Pyongyang Medical School, Continuation and Disruption of Higher Education
System, Reorganization of Medical Knowledge in Cold War
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