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‘Discovery and Embrace’:
Chinese Intellectuals’ Perspectives on Early 20th
Century Korean Modern Literature

Focusing on the Translated Fiction Collections 1115 -5k -/ L4
and “HIERR R

WANG YANLI*

Abstract: This study examines the discourses of Chinese intellectuals on
Korean modern literary works translated during the 1930s and 1940s, aiming
to shed light on their perceptions and reflections on Korean literature in the
modern era. At that time, Chinese intellectuals, through the translation of
literature from “minority nations” and proletarian works, recontextualized
domestic class issues as transnational concerns. In their pursuit of solutions,
they emphasized the “solidarity of the global proletariat”, envisioning a world
literature that incorporated Korean literature.

In this process, Chinese intellectuals broke away from premodern perceptions
and “discovered” Korean literature as an independent national literature.
Furthermore, through the translation and understanding of Korean literature,
they sought to “embrace” Korea and its people as a shared community of
destiny. This dual process of “discovery and embrace” reveals the significant

role that Korean literary translations played in early 20th century China.

Key wards : Modern and Contemporary Novels of Joseon (Korea); Chinese Translation ;
Sun Ling - Collection of Joseon(Korean) and Taiwanese Novels; ;
Joseon(Korean) Short Stories Selection

=R FU 120244 102 3 || AARRIES : 20241 112 18 || ARIERY : 20244 113 21

* (JILIN UNIVERSITY) Associate professor



