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The Translation and Research on Korean Literature
in France

Focusing on Jean-Claude DeCrescenzo's work on Korean literature

Kang, Dong-ho*

The aim of this study is to shed light on the formation process of Korean
literature studies in France and to shed light on the current status and
possibilities of contemporary French Korean studies. The interest of the French
intellectual community in Korean literature is important in the history of the
growth and development of Korean studies abroad. This is because France was
one of the key channels through which Korean literature was introduced to
the West and a symbolic place that played a pivotal role in the recognition
of Korean literature on a global level.

In fact, the teaching and study of Korean literature in France only began
in earnest in the 1990s, relatively late compared to other disciplines. Despite
the important role of literature in understanding a country's culture, the 40-year
lag compared to other academic fields was due to the language barrier that
is inevitably faced when teaching and studying literature.

In this context, the efforts and dedication of Korean scholars abroad are
worth reiterating as the foundation for the active translation and publication
of Korean literature in France is being laid. In particular, the work of Professor
Jean-Claude DeCrescenzo in translating and researching Korean literature
deserves special attention. He led the translation and research of Korean

literature in France in the 2010s, marking a new turning point for Korean

*  Inha University
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studies abroad at the time. What should be especially emphasized is the fact
that Prof. DeCrescenzo's Korean studies have been carried out in all aspects
of translation, publication, teaching, research, and planning. This study aims
to shed light on the significance of DeCrescenzo's Korean studies in the context
of the history of Korean studies in France and to examine how the
contemporaneity of Korean literature is perceived today from the perspective

of the French.

Key words : French Korean Studies, Jean-Claude de Crescenzo, Korean Literature, World
Literature, Translation, Contemporaneity
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