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"Mongsil sister; and Amor Fati

Won, Jong Chan*

The purpose of this paper is to identify the qualities of classics that still
exist today with emphasis on the new status of "Mongsil sisters, celebrating
its 40th anniversary. The status of "Mongsil sisters can be divided into two
major periods: before and after democratization. The novel depicts the tearful
life of a young girl, Mongsil, who endures tremendous hardships due to the
nation's division and war. Since it was serialized and published under the
military dictatorship of Korea, it was subject to censorship and repression for
a while. After the Democratic Protest in June 1987, however, it made a grand
revival. Following its broadcast as a TV series in 1990, the novel sold more
than one million copies and reached its 100th printing, further solidifying its
position as a masterpiece of children's literature in Korea through numerous
critical reviews. However, today’s young readers tend to view Mongsil merely
as a symbol of ‘endurance, devotion, and sacrifice’ leading to criticisms that
the novel no longer aligns with the spirit of the new era. While such criticism
is somewhat valid, "Mongsil sistery distinguishes itself from comparable works
of Japan’s children's literature of war through its politically ‘subversive’
character, which endows it with a unique historical value. Moreover, the main
character, Mongsil, created by Kwon Jeong-saeng, embodies an active and
self-determined attitude toward life, which can be described as ‘Amor Fati’.
This sets her apart from any passive and compliant characters who settles with

the reality. Kwon sought to portray humanity rather than ideology, and as it

*  Inha University Professor
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tells the life of Mongsil who loves her fate despite all hardships, this novel,
much like Yun Dong-ju's poem Prelude;, possesses a classical value that
continuously resonates with readers of all times. At this point, the status of
"Mongsil sisters had to be shifted again: although unfortunate, it is no longer
entirely suitable as a recommended text for elementary school students. Perhaps
it is time to remove the label of ‘children's literature’ from "Mongsil sister;

for the novel’s intended readership.

Key words : Kwon Jeong-saeng, "Mongsil sisters, Amor Fati, Children’s Literature of War,
Historical Value, Classical Value
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