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The Korean War and Representations of
“Happiness” in 1950s North Korean Literature

Kwon, Boduerae™

“Happiness” is one of the core values that constitute the ideological and
moral foundation of North Korean society. This paper traces the origins of the
peculiar notion of happiness, which can be attributed back to the 1950s. 1
examined the process through which “happiness in the struggle for socialist
construction” and “happiness after socialist construction” came into conflict and
coexistence, ultimately leading to the predominance of the former. Specifically,
first I compared propaganda leaflets from North and South Korea during the
Korean War to analyze how the concept and emotions of “happiness” were
utilized in psychological and propaganda warfare. I then investigated the
(re)semanticization of “happiness” in North Korean literature of the 1950s,
focusing on the novels that explicitly feature happiness in their titles—those
of Hwang Geon, Byeon Hui-geun, Kim Buk-hyang as well as Soviet literary
translations that emphasize happiness, such as Pavel Pavlenko’s Happiness and
Harlemzky’s “Happiness”.

In particular, this study reveals that Soviet novels and films set against the
backdrop of World War II served as crucial reference points for ideologically
compensating for and narratively signifying the losses and sacrifices caused
by the Korean War. I argue that a historical consciousness equating “World
War II = the Korean War” was constructed as part of socialist internationalism.

I also explored cases in which the tension between “happiness in the struggle”

*
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and “happiness after socialist construction” was narrated through generational
conflicts between father and son or between brothers, as well as cases in which
the conflict between “public happiness” and “private happiness” was framed
through gender conflicts within young married couples. By highlighting the
interpretive tensions surrounding happiness in 1950s North Korea, this study
ultimately seeks to demonstrate, through an analysis of Seok Yun-gi’s novels,
that although a new synthetic concept of happiness emerged in the early to

mid-1960s, it was not sustained amid the subsequent systemic crisis.

Key words : Happiness, P.Pablenko, Hwang Geon, Byeon Hui-geun, Kim Buk-hyang,
Seok Yun-gi, propaganda, psychological warfare, Korean War,
Chosso-Munhwa, socialist happiness, World War ||
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