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The Early History of the powerful censors

Corporatisation, ‘Jehyup’, and Institutional Desire in
1960s Korean Cinema

Song AhReum™

In the 1960s, corporatization was a big topic in the Korean film industry.
The state attempted to lay the groundwork for corporatization by first organizing
production companies and then legislating the registration of film companies
through the Film Law. However, the surviving producers, a minority producers’
interest group that was reorganized around capital, created a crack in the system
as they were perceived as a group that could implement the corporatization
envisioned by the state. The state, no longer able to provide aid to the film
industry, gives Jehyup considerable power as it seeks to corporatize the industry
through Jehyup’s powerful capital. They are often cited as the main actors in
the creation of film vaults, and are given the power to directly assign film
rights, and then participate in screenplay review, thus entering the realm of
direct censorship. The work of the organization in the decade or so following
the enactment of the Film Law reveals that the organization was doing work
that was ultimately attributed to the state in the 1970s, and that the state was
doing work that should have been done by the organization. In this way, examining
the authorities granted to Jehyup in the 1960s can be seen as a process of
revealing why those subject to censorship could remain powerful even after

the committee’s duties were transferred to the state. Ultimately, the establishment

Institue of Media Arts, Yonsei University / Research Professor
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of the system can be described as a process that accompanies the growth of

those subject to censorship, who either carry out or attempt to circumvent it.

Key words : 1960s, The Ministry of Culture and Communications, film law, censorship,
censors, censored, Jehyup(Korean Film Producers Association),
Korean Film Credit Union, production quota, screenplay censorship
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