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Echoes of Righteousness

The Spatial Legacy of Daebodan and the Reaffirmation of Joseon’s
Founding Ideals in King Yeongjo’s Reign

Kim, Jiyoung™

This study argues that the reconstruction of the Daebodan shrine during the
reign of King Yeongjo served two significant purposes beyond merely
expressing gratitude for the dispatch of Chinese reinforcements. First, it
reaffirmed the core principles of domestic governance and foreign policy
established during the founding period of Joseon. Second, based on these
principles, it sought to set the direction for the “re-creation (FiZ)” or
“revitalization (FE#H)” of Joseon through institutional reforms in practice.

The reconstruction of Daebodan was undertaken with the recognition that,
as in the reign of King Sukjong, the shrine should be established as a site
commemorating moral righteousness (F¥). Accordingly, the reconstructed
shrine was not merely intended to continue the disrupted rites of the Ming
dynasty but was designed to highlight the distinct virtues of the three emperors
it enshrined — Hongwu (#Lit), Wanli (&), and Chongzhen (£27if). The
rationale for enshrining Emperor Hongwu, despite his lack of direct
involvement in sending reinforcement troops, was that he had conferred upon
Joseon its national title.

The discourse surrounding the title of Joseon — centered on the keywords

“Jizi” (%), “King Wu of Zhou” (J§i{, ), and “the investiture of Joseon

*

Senior Researcher, Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies, SNU.
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as a vassal state” — reflects a unique perception that Joseon and the Ming
shared a historical consciousness rooted in the Tianxia (X |) order of the Zhou
dynasty. This perception underpinned the formation of Joseon’s identity,
encompassing both domestic governance and diplomacy. By honoring Emperor
Taizu, King Yeongjo sought to reassert the significance of the founding of
Joseon and the state system established in the 15th century. On this basis, he
aimed to recalibrate Joseon’s domestic and foreign policies in the 18th century
and to implement state reforms.

Following its reconstruction, Daebodan retained its spatial significance as a
site for commemorating and preserving the founding order of the state and
the bonds of trust and cooperation that extended beyond the state, lasting

through the late 18th century.

Key words : Daebodan (X#§&, Shrine of Great Gratitute), Upholding the Great
Righteousness of the Zhou (B FA%%), The Rites of Zhou (&), The
National Title of Joseon, The Investiture of Jizi (-F) as the Marquis of
Joseon (§A&£1#), The Re-creation of Joseon
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