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Kim Ok-gyun’s purpose in writing Gapsin-illok

Kim Heung Soo™

Following his unsuccessful rebellion, known as Gapsin-jeongbyeon, Kim
Ok-gyun went into exile in Japan. It was during the autumn of 1885 that he
composed Gapsin-illok. There are two schools of thought regarding the purpose
of writing the Gapsin-illok. The first school of thought posits that the primary
objective was to ‘expose Japan’s betrayal’. The second school of thought
asserts that the intention was to ‘declare the righteousness of the situation’.
However, Kim Ok-gyun confessed that he authored the Gapsin-illok for his
own reasons at the time, and that the record was not true. In other words,
the contents of the Gapsin-illok were reconstructed according to Kim
Ok-gyun’s needs at the time of writing. By examining Kim Ok-gyun’s activities
during this period, the circumstances surrounding the overthrow, and the
discrepancies between the facts and the content of the Gapsinillok, it becomes
possible to discern the purpose behind the composition of the Gapsin-illok.

Following the failure of the overthrow, Kim Ok-gyun, who had gone into
exile in Japan, could not abandon his regrets and attempted to regain power.
With the reformist party in Korea having been eradicated, he sought to attract
Heungseon Daewongun through Lee Jae-won and mobilise troops in Japan with
the support of Goto Shojiro to orchestrate a second overthrow. In accordance
with this plan, Gapsin-illok included a clause in Article 1 of the so-called
Articles of Confederation stating that ‘Daewongun will be brought in soon,’

and filled the list of innovators with people from Daewongun’s entourage.
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Furthermore, the description of King Gojong entrusting Kim Ok-gyun with a
clandestine directive to assume complete authority on 29 November, prior to
Gapsin-jeongbyeon, served as a stratagem to legitimise the collusion with Goto
Shojiro. Consequently, the Gapsin-illok is regarded as both a document of the
overthrow and a false record of the second overthrow, necessitating rigorous

documentary criticism.

Key words : Kim Ok-gyun, Gapsin-illok, Gapsin-jeongbyeon, Heungseon Daewongun,
Lee Jae-won, Goto Shojiro
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