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Establishment of the Joseon Military Support
Federation and Military Support System during the
Japanese Colonial Mobilization System, 1937~1941

Kim, Seon-ho*

The Joseon Military Support Federation(JMSF) was a private organization
independently established by the Japanese Government-General of Korea on
July 24, 1937 to mobilize Koreans for military support activities. The
foundation funds for the Federation were provided by the Japanese royal
family, and the Federation’s core business was the dissemination of Japanese
military support ideology and support for soldiers and bereaved families. The
JMSF was an organization operated by the Japanese Government-General of
Korea and cooperated with the Japanese Military Command, and was operated
according to the administrative system of the Japanese Government-General of
Korea.

The JMSF established branches and branches in each region and established
its own organizational system. As a result, from July 1937 to March 1939,
13 branches in each province and 225 branches in each district, county, and
island were formed. In addition, the JMSF allowed various social organizations
to join as sub-organizations, and as of January 2, 1938, the number of
organizations affiliated with the central headquarters and local branches reached
about 2,500.

As the Chinese-Japanese War became prolonged starting in July 1938,

*

Senior Researcher, Institute for Military History, Ministry of National Defense
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Japanese imperialism began to turn the Korean Peninsula into a rear base
capable of responding to a long-term war. The Japanese government established
the Joseon branch of the Military Aid Association on December 1, 1938 and
made it the central organization for military aid activities. Afterwards, the
JMSF was active for two years and six months and was integrated into the

Joseon branch of the Military Aid Association on July 31, 1941.

Key words : Japan’s Imperial Soldier Support Association, Japan’s Imperial Veterans
Association, Joseon branch of the Military Aid Association, Korean
Federation for Total Mobilization of National Spirit, Chinese-Japanese War,
Japanese Military Headquarters
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